184	MEN, MOVEMENTS, AND MYSELF
Pankhurst, who, with her daughter Christabel, was the founder and
leader of the W.S.P.U., had learned the technique of the business
in the I.L.P. itself, and she was exactly the type of leader required
for the work in hand. She was magnetic, courageous, audacious,
and resolute. But in the firmament in which she chose to shine,
there could be only one luminary. Walpole had called Mary
Wollstonecraft 'a hyena in petticoats/ Mrs. Pankhurst was an
autocrat masquerading as a democrat. Mussolini might with
profit have learned his business at her feet. She later found her
appropriate spiritual home, and ended her days in the Tory Party,
which used her to oppose Labour candidates and others whose
help she had accepted, and on whose shoulders she had climbed
to fame.
Among the chief opponents of the suffrage movement were
thousands of women who affected to believe that 'women's place
is the home/ and some of these 'ladies' advocated their cause with
a coarseness of expression which few men could have adopted.
* One of the more active of these female anti-suffrage orators had
written and published as follows: "For social purposes, now and
always, man is superior to woman. Organized society rests on
him. It would go on quite comfortably if every woman returned
to her wigwam and did nothing but breed,"' and a woman like
Mrs. Humphry Ward 'was so constituted as to be able to believe
that women were fundamentally incapable of taking a useful part
in politics, but that she herself was an exception to the rule.'*
It was necessary to be in constant contact with the suffrage
movement during those exciting years to be able to measure the
strength both of its passion and its perversity. The women were
brave beyond all challenge, devoted and self-sacrificing beyond
all precedent, and wilful beyond belief. It became with them
almost a point of principle not to accept advice from a man. They
developed a kind of anti-male hysteria, and young women, fortified
with the knowledge that 'the brute' would not retaliate, publicly
slapped the faces of unoffending men. Stewards who had to
remove riotous suffragettes from public meetings were openly
accused of handling them indecently. I could never understand
why men were supposed to be specially responsible for the back-
• ward political position of women, in view of the attitude of Mrs.
Humphry Ward, and the hundreds of thousands of women who
agreed with her; but their faces were never slapped, I remember
1 Mrs. Fawcett, What I Remember, p. 123.

